
The King Calls us to Himself and to Mission! 
Our Response – Week 46 – Disciple to Apostle! 

The Objective: To understand the difference between being a disciple and being an apostle – one sent 

to let the light of Christ shine out and into the lives of those encountered each day. 

Background: Our parish mission statement says we are striving to become a parish of intentional 

disciples.  By that, we mean that the entire purpose of this parish is bring all those here into life-

changing encounters with Jesus Christ – the Alpha and the Omega of life.  Through those encounters, 

we sit at the feet of Jesus and learn His ways and strive to make Jesus the King in our hearts and homes.  

A popular image of what his means is thinking of yourself sitting at the feet of Jesus and simply taking in 

all He wants to give you – learning from the Master of life.  

Even if each of us is able to make this a reality of our daily lives, the Gospels tell us it simply isn’t 

enough.  Necessary?  Absolutely!  But is it sufficient for a follower of Jesus to simply remain forever 

planted at His feet and basking in His glory and wisdom?  No!  As His ministry began to wind down, in 

two different episodes, Jesus SENT his disciples out two by two – first 12 of them and then 72 of them.  

They went out and began to share the Good News with the World; that in Jesus – the Kingdom of God 

has come.  The long-awaited Messiah has come and all are called to come into His Kingdom. 

The word Apostle means one who is sent.  We never stop living as disciples.  But as our relationship 

with Jesus deepens and grows, it is inevitable that we begin to desire sharing the pearl of great price we 

have discovered in Jesus and His Church with others.  And that is exactly what this week is about – 

asking Jesus to begin or continue to show you how you are being called to be an Apostle for others. 

What to Do:  This week is about (re-)discovering your personal mission as an apostle.  Every baptized 

person is called to help the Church accomplish the mission Jesus gave her – to be the Light of the World 

so that all people come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ and have the opportunity to become first, 

His disciple and then His apostle, an apostle for others.   

This week’s activity isn’t about accomplishing specific tasks as much as it is grabbing ahold of what it 

means to be an apostle for others, and then to begin the life-long journey of learning how to let the 

light of Christ shine through you into the lives of those you encounter each and every day. This is a 

paradigm (RADICAL) shift for many of us.  It must involve shifting our mindset to one that makes sharing 

Jesus with others a life-long objective.  If our own lives are steeped in allowing Jesus to be the King of 

our hearts and homes every day, then why would we not want to share the joy and peace this brings to 

our lives with others?  We must look for opportunities with the eyes of Jesus – seeing the hurt and the 

lost before our eyes and seeking to bring the light of Jesus to those very people we encounter in our 

daily lives.  Many of the weekly activities from this series have touched on ways we can do just that – 

bring the light of Christ into the lives of those we encounter on a daily basis. 

This week, as we begin to wind this series up, let us commit ourselves to being disciples on our way to 

being apostles for Jesus, apostles to others! Take this desire to prayer this week and let Jesus show you 

the way towards this way of life! 

Parents:  This is another example of the message being caught rather than taught.  Your first 

responsibility is to be an apostle to your spouse and your children.  As you help them encounter Jesus in 

your home life and through your personal witness of the love you have for Jesus, you help them 

understand that Jesus is the answer to the deepest longings of their heart.  As they grow in that love, 

they will discover their own path to becoming first, a disciple, then an apostle! Come Holy Spirit! 


